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Once upon a time a king, whose
queen had betrayed him, takes a
new wife every night and kills her
the next morning. In this way, he
will never be betrayed again.
Soon worthy women are hard to
find, so Shahrazàd, the daughter
of the king’s vizier, proposes
herself for the next marriage
despite protest from her father and
her sister, Dunyazàd. Determined
to survive, the two sisters devise a
plan: Dunyazàd asks her sister to
tell the king a story before going
to sleep and to make sure that
the story does not end before
sunrise, if the king wants to know
the end of the story, he should let
Shahrazàd live for one more day.
With her wonderful stories,
Shahrazàd breaks the chain of
executions.
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THE PROJECT
Can telling stories still save a life?
Can a woman telling stories finally
share her own?
The project is set in the night
before the wedding of Shahrazàd
and it develops in five hours,
five chapters, each independent
but related to the destiny of the
protagonist.
We are five women trying to tell
a story, always the same story,
our story, the story of Shahrazàd.
We question today to discover
the unexpected in everyday,
rediscovering the feeling of
wonder as an essential principle.
We work with the creation of a
character, who has always hidden
herself behind her words. Through

our characters we emphasize
the complexity of the feminine,
from childhood to old age, using
ourselves and our experiences
first-hand.
We use multiple languages
to tell this story: departing
from literature, we apply
anthropological methods, we
play with a mixture of elements
from puppetry (hand puppets,
marionettes, shadows, body
puppets, etc.) and we experiment
with new soundscapes.
We materialize the wonders of the
“One Thousand and One Nights”
in extraordinary images created
by fantastic objects in our personal
Wunderkammer.
The Wunderkammers are
collections of objects that
exemplif ied the richness of
nature and human activity: an
exotic world where you wondered
about your role in the universe,
lost yourself in contemplation,
and lived utopia and enigmatic
paradoxes. This is the emotion we
want to provoke in our audience.

THE CHAPTERS
The chapters are designed to be
staged individually, as a taster or
all together, in a night where the
time of the audience coincides
with that of the story.

One Thousand and One Nights
EROS

THE EXHIBITION

HOW DO YOU CALL THIS?

Each performance of “One
Thousand and One Nights” is
accompanied by an exhibition.

Finalist in “Best directors under
30” at the Venice Biennale Theatre
College

An exploration of seduction,
sensuality and the games related
to eroticism through the stories of
“Arabian Nights” and the Arabian
sex manual “The Perfumed
Garden”.

One Thousand and One Nights
MEMORY

Co-production with Teatro Gioco
Vita

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IN YOUR
LIFE?

Premieres at the Festival L’altra Scena,
October 2019

An examination of the theme
childhood in relation to the two
protagonists of “One Thousand
and One Nights”. Have we become,
what we wanted to be? Has our
destiny been fulfilled?

It is an immersive journey,
which through sound and visual
installations presents the various
steps of the creative process and
the cited stories. The exhibition
functions as a magnifying glass on
the project with prototypes of the
show props and original artifacts,
so that, before the performance,
the audiences can observe these
closely and discover the stories
that inspired them.

This chapter is still a project

One Thousand and One Nights
POWER
L AUGHING
AT
THE
MISFORTUNES OF OTHERS
An investigation of violence and
carelessness in power execution
through the stories of “One
Thousand and One Nights”.

One Thousand and One Nights
DEATH
THE FIRE IN MY BONES

With support of Mare Culturale
Urbano
Premieres at Piccolo Teatro di Milano,
September 2020

An examination of the relationship
between life and death, the fear
of confronting grief and leaving
loved ones by using elaborated
images from the stories of “The
Thousand and One Nights”.

With support of Kilowatt Festival
and RAMI
Premieres at Spoleto Festival, June 2019
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DIRECTORS’ NOTES
Departing from the story of a
woman, who voluntarily chooses
to put herself in danger and
discovers that she, with the help
of her sister, can save herself,
telling stories that are metaphors
for herself and her situation, is
for us a powerful way to manifest
our existence and independence
as artists.
Each chapter is inspired by
classic forms of representation:
dance, political theatre, musicals,
narrative theatre, prose theatre,
puppetry, physical theatre, music.
We begin by studying the rules
of these various forms, which
we then question, and we end
up making a hybrid as a way to
bring power to the stories we are
telling. This is a new process every
time, and it takes us into unknown
waters, where methodologies are
in the making, our classic roles
are questioned and we are forced
to continuously revise and create
new ways of communication, first
of all, between ourselves.
With the project, we want to
explore the possibilities of creative
processes and the necessity to
continuously find new languages
to tell the story of today, of
our experiences. We want to
understand if it is possible to tell
the story of a shared experience
together as a group, understand if
through the theatre, we are able to
portray a shared moment and not
the idea of the individual imposed
on the others.

The project originates from a dual
relationship. The relationship
with the other thrives through
an encounter of competences.
In “One Thousand and One
Nights” Shahrazàd narrates while
Dunyazad plays; on stage there
is an actress and a musician; the
direction is born in an encounter
of a visual soul and a storytelling
soul.
The set is inspired by the Arab
concept of a room: not a place
dedicated to a specific function
but a female wing that transforms
according to the objects present.
The performance is inspired by the
1700th cabinets of curiosity as a
collection of wonderful artifacts
in relation to the wonders describe
in the stories.
The scenic elements are built by
ourselves: the research of the
materials, the composition and
the dynamics of the creatures that
we make are an essential part of
the creative process.
For the correspondence between
the creative process and the story
told, we decided to stage the show
in a contemporary setting. The
project lives in a contemporary
dimension.

We have chosen to work through
a collective creation in which
the whole group, during the
rehearsals, discovers the structure
of the show.
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